
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 12, 2005

SENATE BILL  No. 612

Introduced by Senator Dutton

February 22, 2005

An act to amend Section 10783 of the Revenue and Taxation Code,
and to add Section 9109 to the Vehicle Code, relating to vehicles.

legislative counsel’s digest

SB 612, as amended, Dutton. Vehicles: registration fees:
exemption: deployed military personnel.

Existing law exempts a vehicle owned by a disabled veteran, a
former American prisoner of war, or a veteran who is a
Congressional Medal of Honor recipient from certain fees, including
vehicle license fees, where the vehicle is a passenger vehicle, a
motorcycle, or a commercial vehicle of less than 8,001 pounds of
unladen weight, except as specified.

This bill would extend this exemption to the same type of vehicle
owned by a member of the Armed Forces who has been deployed, as
defined, by the military to a location outside of the state.

Existing law exempts from the fees imposed under the Vehicle Code
a vehicle owned by a public fire department organized as a nonprofit
corporation and used exclusively for firefighting or rescue purposes or
exclusively as an ambulance.

Existing law requires the Department of Motor Vehicles to waive all
penalties that may be due for late payment of registration renewal fees
on a vehicle for any period during which the registered owner is
deployed, as defined, to a location outside of the state.

This bill would exempt from the fees imposed under the code a
vehicle that is owned by a person who has been deployed outside of
the state.
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Vote:   majority. Appropriation:   no. Fiscal committee:   yes.
State-mandated local program:   no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
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SECTION 1.  Section 10783 of the Revenue and Taxation
Code is amended to read:

10783.  (a)  The license fee imposed by this part does not
apply to a passenger vehicle, a motorcycle, or a commercial
vehicle of less than 8,001 pounds unladen weight, unless the
vehicle is used for transportation for hire, compensation, or
profit, if the vehicle is owned by any a disabled veteran, as
defined in Section 295.7 of the Vehicle Code, any a member of
the Armed Forces who is temporarily deployed to a location
outside of the state, as described in Section 9109 of the Vehicle
Code, a former American prisoner of war, or any a veteran who
is a Congressional Medal of Honor recipient.

(b)  The exemption granted by subdivision (a) shall extend to
not more than one vehicle owned by the veteran, member of the
Armed Forces, and is applicable to the same vehicle as described
in subdivision (a) of Section 9109 of the Vehicle Code, or former
American prisoner of war, and is applicable to the same vehicle
as described in subdivision (b) of Section 9105 of the Vehicle
Code.

(c)  (1)  The Department of Motor Vehicles may require any a
disabled veteran applying for an exemption under this section to
submit a certificate signed by a physician or surgeon
substantiating the disability.

(2)  The Department of Motor Vehicles may require any a
person applying for an exemption under this section for either of
the following reasons to do any of the following:

(A)  By reason of the person’s status as a former American
prisoner of war, to show, by satisfactory proof, his or her former
prisoner-of-war status.

(B)  By reason of the person’s status of receiving the
Congressional Medal of Honor, to show, by satisfactory proof,
that he or she is a Congressional Medal of Honor recipient.

(d)  This section shall become operative on July 1, 1999.
(C)  By reason of the person’s status as deployed outside of the

state on temporary military duty, as specified in Section 9109 of
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the Vehicle Code, to present evidence satisfactory to the
department of that deployment.

SECTION 1.
SEC. 2.  Section 9109 is added to the Vehicle Code, to read:
9109.  (a)  (1)  The fees specified in this code, except fees for

duplicate license plates, duplicate certificates of ownership, and
duplicate registration cards, need not be paid for a vehicle any of
the following vehicles that are of a type subject to registration
under this code that is, and are not used for transportation for
hire, compensation, or profit, if owned by a person who has been
deployed to a location outside of the state:

(A)  A passenger motor vehicle.
(B)  A motorcycle.
(C)  A commercial motor vehicle of less than 8,001 pounds

unladen weight.
(2)  Paragraph (1) applies only to one vehicle, that is the same

vehicle that is granted an exemption under subdivision (b) of
Section 10783 of the Revenue and Taxation Code.

(b)  (1) For the purposes of this section, "deployed" means
being ordered to temporary military duty during a period when a
Presidential Executive order specifies that the United States is
engaged in combat or homeland defense and the registered owner
is one of the following:

(A)  A member of the armed forces Armed Forces.
(B)  A member of the armed forces Armed Forces reserve or

the National Guard who has been called to active duty or active
service.

(2)  "Deployed" does not include either of the following:
(A)  Temporary duty for the sole purpose of training or

processing.
(B)  A permanent change of station.
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